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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


DALTON-iN-FURNE88  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1946. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dalton-in-Furness 
Urban  District  Councii. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1946. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  8,026. 

Population  10,550. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  3,500. 

Rateable  Value  ;^40,880. 

.Amount  produced  by  a Penny  Rate  ;^157. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births. — One  hundred  and  eighty-six  births,  94  male  and  92  female, 
were  registered  during  the  year.  The  birth-rate  at  17.6  per  1,000 
compared  with  a rate  of  15.4  per  1,000  in  1945.  Nine  of  the 
total  births  were  of  illegitimate  children. 


Stillbirths. — Four  children  were  stillborn  during  the  year,  giving 
a stillbirth  rate  of  21  per  1,000  total  births. 

Deaths. — One  hundred  and  fifty-two  deaths  of  residents,  74  male 
and  78  female,  were  registered  during  the  year,  giving  a death- 
rate  of  14.3  per  1000,  compared  with  a rate  of  13. i per  1,000  in 
1945- 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  seven  deaths  of  infants  under  i 
year  of  age,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  37  per  1,000 
registered  live  births.  The  sex,  age  and  causes  of  deaths  were  : — 


Male 

10  hours 

Marasmus,  premature  twin  birth. 

Male 

I day 

Marasmus,  premature  twin  birth. 

Male 

2 weeks 

Prematurity. 

Male 

2 weeks 

Prematurity. 

Male 

I week 

Malnutrition,  premature  birth,  twin 
Pregnancy 

Male 

10  minutes 

Anencephalic,  premature  birth. 

Female 

10  months 

Cardiac  muscle  failure,  infantile  con- 
vulsions. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  & Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age — Nil. 


Maternal  Mortality. — Nil. 
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9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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30 

31 
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34 

35 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

'I'he:  table  below  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  Dalton 
residents  in  1946. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  ... 

« • 

— 

— 

Measles  ....  ...  ... 

.... 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping-  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

IntluenzH 

3 

2 

5 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  spinal  fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

r.B.  of  respiratory  system 

... 

2 

8 

10 

Otlier  tuberculosis  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilis 

... 

— 

— 

— 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer,  ni»lignant  disease 

10 

6 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

3 

3 

Cei'ebral  Haemoi-rhage 

1 1 

n 

22 

Heart  Disease 

26 

30 

56 

Aneurysm 

— 

— 

— 

Otlier  circulatory  diseases 

.... 

1 

— 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia  all  forms  ... 

... 

6 

3 

9 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

Peptic  Ulcer 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  — 2 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Diatrhoea  + 2 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

.... 

— 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  of  liver 

. . . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Sepsi.s 

— 

— 

— 

Other  puerperal  causes 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 

... 

malformation  etc.. 

6 

1 

7 

Senility 

4 

10 

14 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Violence 

2 

2 

4 

Other  defined  diseases... 

1 

— 

1 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

... 

74 

78 

162 

The  principal  causes  of  death  of  Dalton  residents  in  1946 
as  shown  by  the  above  table  were  heart  disease  56  ; cerebral 
haemorrhage  22;  and  cancer  16.  These  causes  were  followed  in 
number  by  Senility  14  ; pulmonary  tuberculosis  10  ; and 
pneumonia  9.  'I'here  were  no  deaths  from  infectious  disease 
other  than  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
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Cancer, — Brief  particulars  of  the  i6  deaths  from  this  disease  are 
sliown  below: — 


iite  of  Disease 

Male 

Female 

Lungs 

2 

I 

Stomach 

2 

2 

^*rostate 

2 

— 

Rectum 

1 

I 

Oesophagus 

I 

— 

Uterus 

— 

r 

Ovary 

— 

I 

Soft  Palate 

I 

— 

Unknown 

I 

— 

lo  6 


The  table  below  shows  comparisons  between  birth  and 
death  rates  in  England  and  Wales,  148  smaller  towns  and  this 
district. 


England  and 

148  Smaller  Towns 

Dalton- 

-in-Fiirness 

Wales 

25-60,000 

pop. 

Urban 

Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

Deaths 

Births 

Deaths 

>943 

16.5 

12. 1 

19.4 

12.7 

16.5 

13-9 

1944 

17.6 

I 1.6 

20.9 

I 2.4 

19.6 

I 2.0 

1945 

16. 1 

II.4 

19.2 

>2.3 

>5-4 

>3-1 

1946 

19.I 

>>•5 

21.3 

IT.7 

17.6 

>4-3 

It  thus  appears  that  during  the  last  4 years  birth  rates 
have  been  a little  lower  and  death  rates  have  been  a little  higher 
in  this  district  than  in  the  country  generally.  A possible  reason 
for  this  would  be  a high  proportion  of  old  people  in  the  Dalton 
population. 


Age  distribution  of  deaths  in  1946  is  show  below: — 


-1  1 1-  1 5-  1 10-  1 15-  1 20-  1 30- 

1 40- 

1 50-  1 60-  1 65-  1 70-  1 75-  , 80-  | 85- 

1 90-  1 TOTAL 

7 2 — — 2 4 6 

10 

16  16  22  19  17  19  8 

4 152 

58.5%  of  deaths  were  in  persons  of  65  and  over.  I am 
not  able,  at  present,  to  make  a comparison  with  the  fountry 
generally. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SEVICES. 

Personnel. — Dr.  James  Robertson  was  acting  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  during  1946  up  to  the  30th  September,  1 succeeded  him 
on  1st  October,  1946.  This  followed  the  acceptance  by  the 
Dalton-in-Furness  Urban  District  Council  of  the  proposal  of 
the  County  Council  that  an  .Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 
in  the  District  should  act  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 
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Ulverston  Combined  Sanitary  District,  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Ulverston  Joint  Hospital  Board  and  Divisional  School  Medical 
Officer. 

Hospital  Services. — No  major  change  occurred  during  the  year  in 
the  hospital  services  of  the  district. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — In  addition  to  the  ambulance  maintained 
by  the  Ulveistun  Joint  Hospital  Hoard  for  the  conveyance  to 
the  High  Carley  Isolation  Hospital  of  patients  suffering  from 
infectious  disease,  a motor  ambulance  for  accidents  and  non- 
infectious  illnesses  is  provided  by  the  Dalton-in-Furness  Urban 
District  Council  to  serve  the  Dalton  District.  'I'here  are  recip- 
rocal arrangements  for  help  in  case  of  need  wdth  the  Ulverston 
Joint  .Atnbulance  Committee  and  the  Ctrange-over-Sands  Urban 
District  Council. 

Laboratory  Facilities  — Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried 
out  at  the  Ministry  of  Health  Emergency  Medical  Service 
Laboratory  at  High  Carley.  Chemical  Analyses,  as  required, 
are  sent  to  the  City  Laboratories,  Liverpool. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  School  Medical,  Dental  and 
Health  Visiting:  Services— Ulverston  Combined  Sanitary 

District. 


These  services  are  provided  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council.  Routine  child  welfare  clinics,  minor  ailment  clinics, 
dental  clinics,  and  school  medical  and  dental  inspections  are 
undertaken  by  Assistant  County  Medical  and  Dental  Officers 
with  health  visitors  and  school  nurses.  'The  ophthalmic  surgeon, 
obstetrician  and  orthopaedic  specialist  attend  the  appropriate 
eye,  ante-natal  and  post-natal  and  orthopaedic  clinics  at 
Ulverston  and  Dalton.  In  addition  the  obstetrician  visits  the 
Grange  Clinic  fortnightly. 

The  times  and  places  where  County  Council  Clinics  and 
County  District  Immunisation  Clinics  are  held  are  shown  below. 


Dalton — Nelson  Street  Clinic. 


Monday 

'Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 


a.m.  Nil. 

p.m.  Immunisation,  ist  .Mon,  every  month,  2 p.m. 
a. in.  Minor  Ailments  Redressing  Clinic, 
p.m.  Nil. 

a.m.  Ophthalmic  Clinic, 
p.m.  Antenatal  Clinic. 

a.m.  Minor  Ailments  and  Inspection  Clinic, 
p.m.  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
a.m.  Dental  Clinic, 
p.m.  Dental  Clinic. 
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Ulverston — Brogden  Street  Clinic. 

Minor  Ailments  Redressing  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Antenalal  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Orthopmdic  Clinic  every  2 months. 

Minor  Ailments  and  Inspection  Clinic. 
Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Nil. 

Immunisation,  ist  Fri.  every  month,  2 p.m. 


Monday 

a.m. 

p.m. 

Tuesday 

a.m. 

p.m. 

Wednesday 

a.m. 

f).m. 

Thursday 

a'm. 

p m. 

Fridaj' 

am. 

p.m. 

Grange — Congregational  Sunday  School,  Kents  Bank  Road. 

2nd  and  4th  Friday  each  month,  a.m.,  Antenatal  Clinic. 
Tuesday  fortnightly,  p.m..  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Council  Offices — ist  Tues.each  month,  2 p.m.  Immunisation  Clinic 


CoNisTON — Church  Rooms,  Yewdale  Road. 

ist  Friday  each  month,  p.m..  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies. — Circular  requires  the  Medical  Officer  of 

Health  in  the  .•\nnual  Report  for  1946  to  give  certain  information 
regarding  the  water  supply  of  the  district 

'I'he  Urban  District  of  Dalton  is  provided  with  water  by  the 
Barrow-in-Furness  Corporation  in  mains  belonging  to  the 
County  Borough  Council.  Dalton  is  supplied  from  the  Poaka 
Beck  Reservoir  and  Askam  from  the  Ulpha  Intake  of  the  River 
Duddon. 


There  was  no  shortage  of  water  during  the  year  1946. 

Samples  of  water  were  examined  bacteriologically  on  the 
dates  and  from  the  places  shown  below: — 

From  Askam  Booster  Station,  6th  February,  1946. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2 days,  37°  c. 
o per  luo  ml.  No  Faecal  Coli. 

Dalton,  Town’s  supply,  26th  February,  1946. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  pfer  100  mi,  Coli  o. 
No  Faecal  Coli. 
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From  35,  London  Road,  Lindal,  8th  May,  1946. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  Coli  o. 
No  Faecal  Coli. 

From  47,  Newton-in-Furness,  25th  June,  1946. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  Coli  o. 
No  Faacel  Coli. 

From  10,  Church  Hill,  Dalton,  31st  July,  1946. 

Plate  Count  5 days  at  22°  C.  160 

„ „ 3 „ „ 37°  C.  20  + spreader. 

No  Faecal  Coli. 

From  Askam  Booster  Station,  yth  October,  1946. 

Plate  Count  3 days  at  22®  C.  32 

-j  2 ,,  „ 37®  C.  I 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  Coli  o. 

No  Faecal  Coli. 

From  Cilebe  Farm,  Marton,  20th  November,  1946. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli  per  100  ml.  Coli  o. 

No  Faecal  Coli. 

These  reports  indicate  that  a pure  water  was  delivered  to 
consumers. 


This  supply  serves  3.470  dwelling-houses  representing 
io,:j45  of  the  population.  No  dwelling-houses  are  supplied  by - 
main  water  from  standpipes.  'Thirly  dwelling  houses  represent- 
ing 105  of  the  population  have  private  water  supplies  from 
wells  or  springs. 


Housing. — Shortage  of  satisfactory  houses  is  acute  in  the  district. 
During  the  year  the  Council  started  work  on  the  hutted  camps 
at  Cemetery  Hill,  North  Lodge  and  Greystone  Lane  to  provide 
temporary  accommodation  to  relieve  the  housing  shortage.  'The 
project  progressed  so  well  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  30  of  the 
huts  were  almost  ready  for  occupation. 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over.  Infectious  Disease. — 'The 
following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  the  notifiable  in- 
fectious diseases  which  occurred  in  the  Urban  District  during 
the  five  years  1941-1945  compared  with  the  numbers  in  1946  : — 
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. 1946 


DISEASE 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Number 
of  Cases 

Removed  to 
Hospital 

Deaths  in 
Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

9 

10 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

2 

1 

' — 

1 

1 

— 

Typhoid  and 
Para-Tyhoid 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Measles 

26 

2 

210 

2 

97 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping 

Cough 

6 

— ■ 

34 

— 

22 

4 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

4 

24 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal 
Pyrexia&  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever 



I 

1 

1 

1 

Total 

40 

7 

258 

22 

146 

9 

5 

Nil. 

'fhe  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  generally  was  low  in  1946. 
The  absence  of  notified  cases  of  measles  is  particularly  notable  con- 
sidering the  number  of  cases  which  have  occurred  annually  over  the* 
last  four  years. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. — During  1946  a total  of  153  children 
completed  the  full  course  of  immunisaiion,  namely  146  under  5 
years  of  age  and  7 between  the  ages  of  5 and  15. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  40%  of  children 
under  5 years  and  67%  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  in  Dalton 
had  been  immunised  under  the  Local  Authorities  Scheme. 


Tuberculosis. — The  tuberculosis  service  in  the  Ulverston  Combined 
Sanitary  District  is  administered  by  the  Lancashire  Connty 
Council.  'I'he  Dispensary  at  Ulverston  is  attended  by  the 
Consultant  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  the  district  and  a Tuber- 
culosis Health  Visitor.  Extensive  facilities  for  the  investigation 
and  treatment  of  tuberculosis  are  available  at  High  Carley 
Sanatc'rium,  Nr.  Ulverston.  There  is  also  accommodation  fora 
small  number  of  children  at  Oubas  House,  Ulverston. 


New  Cases  and  Mortaity  During  1946. — The  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  in 
Dalton  in  1946: — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Aga  Periods 

Years 

Respiratory 

M F 

Noa- 

Respiratory 

M F 

Respiratory 

M F 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M F 

0 

1 

5 

10 

— 

— 



— 

— 



15 

— 

2 

— — 

— 

2 

— — 

20 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

— — 

25 

1 

2 

— — 

1 

3 

— — 

35 

45 

— 

3 

— 2 

— 

2 

1 — 

55 

65  and  upwards 

2 

— 



1 

. 

— 

Totals 

4 

7 

0 2 

2 

8 

1 0 

- 

11 


2 


10 


1 
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The  table  below  shows  the  numbers  of  new  cases  and  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  in  Dalton  Residents  during  the  past  ii  years: — 


New  Cases  Deaths 

EULMONAIIV  NON'PULMONARY  PULMONARY  NON-PULMONARY 


Year 

M 

F 

M 

F- 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1936 

3 

4 

2 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1937. 

4 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1938' 

3 

7 

5 

1 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1939 

9 

7 

7 

7 

4 

5 

— 

2 

1940 

5 

3 

1 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1941 

4 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1942 

5 

4 

4 

4 

1 

4 

— 

— 

1943 

12 

5 

4 

5 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1944 

4 

4 

4 

1 

5 

0 

— 

— 

1945 

13 

7 

1 1 

2 

7 

1 

— 

— 

1946 

4 

7 

— 

2 

2 

8 

1 

— 

The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  Dalton  in  1946 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  notable.  Overcrowding  is  a 
factor  aiding  the  spread  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  It  must 
influence  adversely  both  the  prevalence  and  death-rate  of  the 
disease.  Improvement  in  housing  conditions  is  necessary  if  the 
incidence  and  mortality  of  this  disease  are  to  be  reduced. 

In  conclusion,  I thank  the  members  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee and  the  officers  of  the  Dalton-in-Furness  Urban  District 
Council  for  courtesy  and  help. 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  appended. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DODD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dalton-in-Furness 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Sanitary  conditions  of  the  District  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1946,  from  figuies  obtained  from  office  records  so 
far  as  available. 


Housing  Statistics. 

1.  Inspection  0/  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  247 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  307 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspect- 

ed and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  habit- 
ation ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 
formal  notices:  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  87 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

formal  statutory  notices  were  served  re- 
quiring repairs  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rend- 

ered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ... 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(^5)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  1 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rend- 

ered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ... 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcroxvding. — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  11 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  12 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  63 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  3 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  3 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in 

such  cases  ....  ...  ...  20 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. — Survey  of  all  cowsheds  being  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  it  is  hoped  that  after  the  initial  inspection  at 
least  two  visits  will  be  made  to  each  cowshed,  in  each  year. 

Food  Inspection. — Various  articles  of  food  have  been  inspected 
and  condemnation  notes  were  issued  when  food  was  found  to 
be  unsound. 

Refuse  Collection. — A weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  being 
carried  out  by  the  Council  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  say  that  a considerable 
amount  of  information  which  should,  I consider,  be  available 
cannot  be  made  ready  for  inclusion  here,  and  I hope  this  will 
be  remedied  in  the  next  Annual  Report. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  JACKSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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